


player who launched the last offensive will hold the initiative. The other 
player is the reacting player.
s฀$ESTROYED฀UNITS฀BOX� box on the player’s game aid where units de-

stroyed in combat are placed. They may return to the game depending on 
the results on the Replacement Table.
s฀2ANDOM฀%VENTS�฀markers that are randomly drawn by players each turn 

to simulate the random aspects of the campaign. The events have a large 
effect on the progress of the game.

The Advanced game sequence of play is as follows:

s฀2ANDOM฀EVENT฀MARKER฀CHIT฀PULL
s฀$ECLARATION฀AND฀PLACEMENT฀OF฀OFFENSIVES�฀DETERMINATION฀OF฀INITIATIVE
s฀3UPPLY฀PHASE
s฀/PTIONAL�฀/FFENSIVE฀PREPARATION฀PHASE฀BY฀THE฀REACTING฀PLAYER�฀
s฀2EPLACEMENT฀PHASE
s฀2EINFORCEMENT฀PHASE
s฀!IR฀SUPERIORITY฀PHASE

s฀7EATHER�
s฀)NITIATIVE฀PLAYER฀MOVEMENT฀PHASE�
s฀)NITIATIVE฀PLAYER฀COMBAT฀PHASE�
s฀)NITIATIVE฀PLAYER฀DISENGAGEMENT฀PHASE�
s฀)NITIATIVE฀PLAYER฀EXPLOITATION฀PHASE�
s฀)NITIATIVE฀PLAYER฀STRATEGIC฀MOVEMENT฀PHASE�
s฀2EACTION฀PLAYER฀MOVEMENT฀PHASE�
s฀2EACTION฀PLAYER฀COMBAT฀PHASE�
s฀2EACTION฀PLAYER฀DISENGAGEMENT฀PHASE�
s฀2EACTION฀PLAYER฀EXPLOITATION฀PHASE�
s฀2EACTION฀PLAYER฀STRATEGIC฀MOVEMENT฀PHASE�

 
(if an offensive was declared) follows the same sequence

 
(if an offensive was declared) follows same sequence

Each side has a set of random event markers, distinguished by the color of 
the counters and the symbols on the back side: a cockade for the Allies and 
an iron cross for the Germans. 

Each event is described in detail on the player game aids of each side.
3AMPLE฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀MARKER�

4HE฀ADVANCED฀RULES฀ALLOWS฀FOR฀A฀CAMPAIGN฀GAME฀THAT฀SIMULATES฀ALL฀OF฀/P

eration’ Michael’ from March 21st  to April 8th�฀THE฀DATE฀WHEN฀/PERATION฀
‘Georgette’, the German  offensive in Flanders was launched. 

The advanced rules introduce several new concepts that recreate specifi c 
factors that affected the actual campaign: Allied coordination, the evolu-
TION฀OF฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀TACTICS�฀AND฀THE฀IMPACT฀OF฀OUTSIDE฀EVENTS฀ON฀THE฀CAM

paign itself.

These rules are not meant to make the game more complex! They are 
organized in such a way as to enable the players to learn the rules as they use 
THEM�฀)N฀ADDITION�฀MOST฀OF฀THESE฀NEW฀RULES฀COME฀DIRECTLY฀FROM฀THE฀DESCRIP

tion of the effects from the random events that are part of the advanced 
GAME�฀7E฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THE฀PLAYERS฀DON�T฀STUDY฀THE฀RANDOM฀EVENTS฀IN฀TOO฀
much detail ahead of time, so that when they are pulled and played the 
players will enjoy the element of surprise and discovery as the game pro-
gresses.   

These rules are organized by letters to distinguish them from the Basic 
rules set.

)F฀A฀CONm฀ICT฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀RULES฀SETS฀OCCURS�฀THE฀!DVANCED฀RULES฀WILL฀
always take precedent over the Basic rules when the campaign game is be-
ing played.

Note to players who have the game Marne 1918: The advanced rules for 
Somme 1918 are different from those for Marne 1918. The rationale for 
THIS฀IN฀THE฀GAME฀DESIGNS฀IS฀THAT฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL฀HISTORICALLY฀ONLY฀LASTED฀
several weeks, which would not allow the full use of the campaign rules 
from Marne 1918.  The victory conditions in Somme 1918 are also judged 
differently and do not depend on the success of each offensive, but on the 
fi nal result of the campaign

The next title in the series will cover the German offensive in Flanders 
and will be able to be linked into one grand campaign game to play out the 
3OMME฀AND฀&LANDERS฀OFFENSIVES�฀4HE฀NEXT฀TITLE฀WILL฀USE฀NEW฀ADVANCED฀RULES�฀
based on the experience from its two predecessors.

Each player has a game aid card that will have the following elements:
For the German player, the card has a 3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀BOX where units 

CAN฀BE฀PLACED฀WITH฀THE฀USE฀OF฀h/FFENSIVEv�฀h3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVEv฀AND�OR฀h"ETTER฀
/RGANIZATIONv฀EVENTS�

4HE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER�S฀CARD฀ALSO฀HAS฀A฀'ERMAN฀/BJECTIVES฀BOX฀WHERE฀THE฀
CAPTURED฀h'ERMAN฀OBJECTIVEv฀MARKERS฀ARE฀PLACED�

Both players’ cards have a $ESTROYED฀5NITS฀BOX and a 2EPLACEMENT฀TABLE฀
that is used to return eliminated units to the game.

Both cards have an %VENTS฀ON฀HAND box for holding the player’s random 
event markers that haven’t been played yet.

Both cards have an %VENTS฀IN฀#UP box where the players can put their 
cups containing the random events.

The players set up their units according to the campaign scenario initial 
set up.

4HE฀h'ERMAN฀ OBJECTIVEv฀ MARKERS฀ ARE฀ PUT฀ INTO฀ A฀ POOL�฀ AND฀ RANDOMLY฀
drawn and placed, one at a time, according to the set up directions with the 
h)RON฀#ROSSv฀SIDE฀FACE฀UP�

%ACH฀PLAYER฀DRAWS฀HIS฀RANDOM฀EVENTS฀AS฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀#���

s฀3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀BOX� box on player’s game aid where units are placed 
and held until they are put into play as reinforcements during an offen-
sive.
s฀/FFENSIVE฀MARKER�฀random event marker allowing to launch an offen-

SIVE�฀#HARACTERISTICS฀OF฀OFFENSIVE฀ARE฀WRITTEN฀ON฀MARKER�฀h/FFENSIVEv฀MARKERS฀
are obtained by a random chit pull.
s)NITIATIVE�฀The player that has the initiative goes fi rst during a turn. The 
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FRONT 
(the name of the event, 

here Charge of the Canadian 
Cavalry )

BACK 
(indicates the turn when the event 
is put into the player’s draw pool, 

here 3)



)N฀ADDITION�฀EACH฀EVENT฀IS฀CHARACTERIZED฀IN฀THE฀DESCRIPTION฀OF฀ITS฀EFFECT฀BY฀
one or more symbols, noted on each side’s game aid card:
 ฀�฀4HE฀EVENT฀MUST฀BE฀PLAYED฀THIS฀TURN฀IF฀ITS฀CONDITIONS฀ARE฀MET�฀/THER


wise, it is returned to the draw cup.
& : The event can be kept and played in a later turn, or it can be returned 

to the draw cup.
# : The event can only occur one time in the game.
�฀: The event may be returned to the draw cup after it is played, or the 

player can choose to remove it from the game.
�฀: The event must be returned to the draw cup after it is played 

At the start of the game, each player sorts his event markers by the num-
bers printed on the back side. The events numbered 1 are placed in an 
opaque container, one for each player.

The other event markers are placed on the turn track on the turn box 
with the corresponding number on the marker.

The containers represent the draw cup for each player.

$URING฀THE฀!DMINISTRATIVE฀SEQUENCE�฀EACH฀PLAYER฀RANDOMLY฀DRAWS฀THREE฀
random event markers from his draw cup.

The events with a red stripe on the back side must be played immediately, 
following the appropriate instructions. 

For each event marker that the player draws, he must decide during the 
Administrative phase if he will keep it , return it to the draw cup, or remove 
it from the game. He places the markers he will keep in the Events on hand 
box on his game aid.

At the end of the Administrative sequence, each player may have no more 
than three event markers. Exception: the three marker limit does not apply 
to the German player on the fi rst game turn.

Each event is precisely described on the corresponding Allied or German 
random events card.

There is no limit to the number of events that can be played during a 
single turn.

)N฀CASE฀OF฀A฀RULES฀CONm฀ICT�฀THE฀!DVANCED฀GAME฀RULES฀FOR฀RANDOM฀EVENTS฀
takes precedent over the Basic rules.

4HIS฀CHAPTER฀REVISES฀AND฀REPLACES฀MOST฀OF฀#HAPTER฀���฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES�

$URING฀THIS฀PHASE฀EACH฀PLAYER�฀BEGINNING฀WITH฀THE฀PLAYER฀WHO฀HOLDS฀THE฀
INITIATIVE�฀CAN฀DECIDE฀TO฀DECLARE฀HE฀IS฀LAUNCHING฀AN฀OFFENSIVE�฀)N฀ORDER฀TO฀DO฀
so, the player must have available:

s฀!N฀/FFENSIVE random event marker 
s฀!T฀LEAST฀ONE฀!RMY฀!RTILLERY฀UNIT฀ON฀THE฀MAP฀OR฀IN฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀

box.
s฀/PTIONAL฀2ULE (see paragraph F below): &OR฀THE฀REACTING฀PLAYER฀ONLY, 

AN฀(1฀UNIT฀ON฀ITS฀hOFFENSIVE฀POSSIBLEv฀SIDE�
)F฀THESE฀PRECONDITIONS฀ARE฀MET�฀AN฀OFFENSIVE฀CAN฀BE฀DECLARED�
The act of declaring an offensive will give the player several advantages, 

DESCRIBED฀IN฀#HAPTER฀���฀OF฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES�

4HE฀PLAYERS฀OBTAIN฀/FFENSIVE฀MARKERS฀BY฀RANDOMLY฀PULLING฀THEM฀FROM฀
the draw cup. Each marker is characterized by the following in-
formation:

4HE฀.AME฀OF฀THE฀/FFENSIVE฀IS฀SHOWN�฀FOR฀HISTORICAL฀REFERENCE�
The number of cannons shown on the counter indicates the 

.UMBER฀OF฀!RMY฀!RTILLERY฀5NITS฀THAT฀MAY฀BE฀PLACED฀IN฀/FFENSIVE฀MODE�฀
4HE฀ARTILLERY฀UNITS฀ARE฀IMMEDIATELY฀m฀IPPED฀TO฀THEIR฀BACK฀SIDE�฀

The offensive bonus indicates for each operational sequence
to come the bonus to apply for combat resolution and tactical coordina-

tion. The numbers, from left to right, corresponds respectively to the of-
fensive bonus for the three operational sequences

The player who declared an offensive for this turn starts by placing the 
NUMBER฀OF฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNITS฀INDICATED฀BY฀THE฀/FFENSIVE฀MARKER฀BEING฀
PLAYED฀INTO฀OFFENSIVE฀MODE฀�SEE฀$��	฀/NE฀฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀FROM฀THE฀3TRA

tegic reserve box can be chosen for this purpose. Next, the German player 
HAS฀THE฀POSSIBILITY฀OF฀MOVING฀UNITS฀FROM฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀RESERVE฀BOX฀ONTO฀THE฀
map. These units must be placed within fi ve hexes of one or several friendly 
HQ units that are already on the map at the beginning of the turn, in their 
command radius, and at least three hexes from the nearest enemy unit. 
/PTIONAL฀RULE�฀)F฀IT฀IS฀THE฀REACTION฀PLAYER฀WHO฀IS฀DECLARING฀AN฀OFFENSIVE�฀

ONE฀OR฀MORE฀FRIENDLY฀(1฀UNITS฀MUST฀HAVE฀BEEN฀m฀IPPED฀TO฀THEIR฀hOFFENSIVE฀
POSSIBLEv฀FACE�฀�SEE฀&	

3TACKING฀LIMITS฀MUST฀BE฀OBEYED฀DURING฀THE฀PLACEMENT฀OF฀THESE฀UNITS�
Important note: If one of the artillery units placed in “Offensive mode” 

came from the Strategic Reserve box, it must be placed on a non-precarious 
railroad hex, where a supply line can be traced along the railroad to a supply 
source. (see 9.1)

4HE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀HAS฀A฀3TRATEGIC฀RESERVE฀BOX฀ON฀HIS฀PLAYER฀AID฀CARD�฀
WHERE฀ HE฀ MAY฀ PLACE฀ UNITS฀ VIA฀ THE฀ RANDOM฀ EVENTS฀hBETTER฀ ORGANIZATIONv�฀
h3TRATEGIC฀RESERVEv�฀h/FFENSIVE฀-ARSv฀AND฀h/FFENSIVE฀6ALKYRIEv�฀

!N฀UNLIMITED฀NUMBER฀OF฀UNITS฀CAN฀BE฀IN฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀RESERVE฀BOX฀AT฀ANY฀
given time.

!N฀UNLIMITED฀NUMBER฀OF฀UNITS฀CAN฀BE฀MOVED฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀RESERVE฀
BOX฀DURING฀THE฀SET฀UP฀FOR฀AN฀OFFENSIVE�฀�SEE฀$��	�

The player with the initiative plays fi rst during the different operational 
sequences. His opponent is called the reaction player. The initiative belongs 
to the player who launched the last offensive.

$URING฀THE฀DECLARATION฀OF฀OFFENSIVES฀PHASE�฀THE฀PLAYER฀WITH฀THE฀INITIATIVE฀
GETS฀TO฀CHOOSE฀l฀RST฀IF฀HE฀WANTS฀TO฀LAUNCH฀A฀NEW฀OFFENSIVE�฀)F฀HE฀DOES฀SO�฀HIS฀
opponent may not launch his own offensive this turn, even if he has the 
necessary preconditions for doing so.

/N฀THE฀OTHER฀HAND฀IF฀THE฀REACTING฀PLAYER฀IS฀ABLE฀TO฀LAUNCH฀AN฀OFFENSIVE฀DUR

ing the declaration of offensives phase, then he will gain the initiative and 
his opponent will switch roles. 

)F฀NO฀OFFENSIVES฀ARE฀DECLARED�฀THE฀PLAYER฀WHO฀HAS฀THE฀INITIATIVE฀RETAINS฀IT฀
for the turn.

4HESE฀RULES฀RE฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES฀SET฀�SEE฀���	�

This rule is designed to prevent the reaction player from preparing for 
his offensive in the next turn by launching attacks in the preceding turn to 
WEAKEN฀HIS฀OPPONENT�S฀DEFENSES฀�m฀IP฀nm฀OP฀EFFECT	�฀4HE฀RULE฀MAY฀BE฀IGNORED฀
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Air units that arrive as reinforcements are placed directly into the “avail-
ABLE฀AIR฀SUPPORTv฀BOX฀AT฀THE฀BEGINNING฀OF฀THE฀!IR฀3UPERIORITY฀PHASE�฀AND฀ARE฀
immediately available. 

The rules for moving combat and support units are the same as in the 
"ASIC฀RULES฀�SEE฀���	

The rules for resolving combat and determining tactical coordination re-
SULTS฀ARE฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES฀�SEE฀����	

)N฀THE฀!DVANCED฀GAME�฀UNITS฀ELIMINATED฀IN฀COMBAT฀ARE฀PLACED฀IN฀THE฀$E

stroyed Units box on the player’s card and are available for replacements 
(see G).

4HE฀RULES฀ARE฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES฀�SEE฀����	

4HE฀RULES฀ARE฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀GAME฀�฀SEE฀����	�

4HE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER�S฀GAME฀CARD฀HAS฀A฀3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀BOX฀WHERE฀HE฀CAN฀
temporarily place units with the purpose of bringing them into play as re-
inforcements for an offensive.

!N฀UNLIMITED฀NUMBER฀OF฀UNITS฀MAY฀BE฀ IN฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀AT฀ANY฀
given time.

5NITS฀ARE฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀RESERVE฀BOX฀AND฀PLACED฀ON฀THE฀MAP฀
AS฀PART฀OF฀THE฀PREPARATIONS฀FOR฀AN฀OFFENSIVE฀�SEE฀$��	�

!฀UNIT฀IS฀PLACED฀INTO฀THE฀3TRATEGIC฀2ESERVE฀BOX฀UNDER฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀CONDI

tions:

s฀4HE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀PLAYS฀THE฀EVENT฀h3TRATEGIC฀RESERVEv฀POSSIBLY฀WITH฀THE฀
EVENT฀h"ETTER฀/RGANIZATIONv�

s฀ 4HE฀ 'ERMAN฀ PLAYER฀ PLAYS฀ THE฀ EVENT฀h/FFENSIVE฀ -ARSv฀ OR฀h/FFENSIVE฀
6ALKYRIEv�

7INNING฀THE฀#AMPAIGN฀SCENARIO฀DEPENDS฀ON฀WHICH฀TERRITORIAL฀OBJECTIVES฀
have been captured by the German player. These objectives are represented 
BY฀THE฀MARKERS฀LABELED฀h'ERMAN฀/BJECTIVESv฀�HEREAFTER฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀hOB

JECTIVE฀MARKERSv	�

4HE฀FRONT฀SIDE฀OF฀AN฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKER฀HAS฀FROM฀ONE฀TO฀THREE฀)RON฀#ROSS฀
symbol(s) depicted. The marker is placed front side up on the map, as in-
DICATED฀BY฀THE฀#AMPAIGN฀SCENARIO฀SPECIAL฀RULES�

The back side of the objective marker gives the following information:
s฀.UMBER฀OF฀6ICTORY฀0OINTS�฀FROM฀�฀TO฀��
s฀ 0OSSIBLY�฀ A฀ PORTRAIT฀ OF฀ A฀ &RENCH฀ GENERAL�฀ &OCH�฀ 0ETAIN�฀ OR฀

Joffre.
7HEN฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀CAPTURES฀FOR฀THE฀l฀RST฀TIME฀A฀HEX฀THAT฀

contains an objective marker, he removes it from the map and 
PLACES฀IT฀IN฀THE฀h'ERMAN฀/BJECTIVESv฀BOX฀ON฀HIS฀GAME฀CARD�

These markers will be used fi rst to resolve the random event 

IF฀BOTH฀PLAYERS฀AGREE฀TO฀PLAY฀hIN฀THE฀SPIRIT฀OF฀THE฀RULESv�฀
$URING฀THIS฀PHASE�฀THE฀REACTION฀PLAYER฀CAN฀CHOOSE฀TO฀TURN฀ALL฀OR฀SOME฀OF฀

HIS฀(1S฀ON฀THEIR฀h/FFENSIVE฀0OSSIBLEv฀FACE฀OR฀IN฀THEIR฀ORIGINAL฀FACE�฀4HE฀h/F

FENSIVE฀0OSSIBLEv฀FACE฀IS฀INDICATED฀BY฀THE฀ABBREVIATION฀h/FFv฀ON฀THE฀NATIONAL฀
m฀AG฀OF฀THE฀(1�฀4HE฀MOVEMENT฀ALLOWANCE฀OF฀THE฀(1฀IS฀REDUCED฀TO฀ZERO�

/NLY฀THE฀(1S฀SITUATED฀ON฀A฀ROAD฀OR฀RAILWAY฀CAN฀BE฀PLACED฀IN฀THEIR฀h/F

FENSIVE฀0OSSIBLEv฀MODE�

4HE฀FOLLOWING฀CONSTRAINTS฀ARE฀APPLIED฀TO฀(1S฀PLACED฀IN฀h/FFENSIVE฀0OS

SIBLEv฀MODE�

s฀4HESE฀(1S฀CAN฀NOT฀BE฀MOVED฀FREELY
s฀.O฀ATTACKS฀CAN฀BE฀DECLARED฀BY฀THE฀REACTION฀PLAYER฀WITHIN฀THE฀COMMAND฀

range of these HQs.
4HE฀REACTION฀PLAYER฀CAN�฀AT฀ANY฀TIME�฀m฀IP฀AN฀(1฀IN฀h/FFENSIVE฀0OSSIBLEv฀

mode onto its normal face, but he is penalized one victory point per HQ 
m฀IPPED�

$URING฀THIS฀PHASE฀EACH฀PLAYER฀THROWS฀�D�฀AND฀CHECKS฀THE฀RESULT฀ON฀THE฀
Replacement Table to see how many of his previously eliminated units, lo-
CATED฀IN฀THE฀$ESTROYED฀5NITS฀BOX฀ON฀HIS฀GAME฀CARD�฀CAN฀BE฀REBUILT�

4HE฀�D�฀ROLL฀CAN฀BE฀MODIl฀ED฀AS฀SHOWN฀BELOW฀THE฀TABLE�
The results on the Replacement Table gives for each type of division the 

number of step losses, or the number of corps artillery units, that can be 
REBUILT�฀)F฀THERE฀ARE฀NO฀UNITS฀OF฀THAT฀TYPE฀IN฀THE฀$ESTROYED฀5NITS฀BOX�฀THE฀
player can choose a unit from the left-hand column from the unit type that 
would have been rebuilt.

Example: On a result of 11, if the player has no artillery units that were 
destroyed, he can choose instead to rebuild one step loss of a division of morale 
2 to 6.

Rebuilt units only recover one step loss; they cannot be built back to full 
strength. Rebuilt units can be immediately placed on the map on or ad-
jacent to an HQ of the same nationality. They cannot set up in an enemy 
:O#�฀4HEY฀CAN฀MOVE฀FREELY฀THE฀SAME฀TURN฀THEY฀ARE฀PLACED�฀

4HESE฀RULES฀ARE฀UNCHANGED฀FROM฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES฀SET฀�SEE฀����	

4HESE฀RULES฀ARE฀THE฀SAME฀AS฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES฀�SEE฀����	�
3EVERAL฀CONSECUTIVE฀TURNS฀OF฀OVERCAST฀WEATHER฀WILL฀CHANGE฀@PLAINS�฀TERRAIN฀

HEXES฀TO฀@m฀OODED฀PLAINS�฀HEXES฀�SEE฀#AMPAIGN฀3PECIAL฀2ULES	�

$URING฀THIS฀PHASE�฀EACH฀PLAYER฀CONSULTS฀HIS฀ LIST฀OF฀SCHEDULED฀REINFORCE

ments.

This shows what reinforcements are available and the turn that they will 
arrive.

Reinforcements arrive during the movement phase of the specifi ed op-
erational sequence:

s฀6IA฀A฀SPECIl฀C฀ENTRY฀HEX฀�SPENDING฀MOVEMENT฀POINTS฀TO฀ENTER฀THAT฀HEX฀AS฀
the fi rst hex moved). For the Allied player, if the specifi ed entry hex is in an 
ENEMY฀:O#�฀THE฀REINFORCEMENTS฀WILL฀ENTER฀INSTEAD฀ON฀A฀SUPPLY฀SOURCE฀THAT฀IS฀
closest to, and to the west of, the original entry hex.

s฀%ITHER฀STACKED฀WITH฀OR฀ADJACENT฀TO฀A฀FRIENDLY฀(1฀UNIT฀THAT฀IS฀LOCATED฀ON฀
a road hex or railway hex that leads to a supply source and that can trace a 
valid supply line (see 9.1). Reinforcement units cannot be placed in an en-
EMY฀:O#�฀!฀MAXIMUM฀OF฀�฀DIVISIONS฀�AN฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀COUNTS฀AS฀A฀DIVISION฀
for this rule) may enter in this manner. This limit of two divisions is global 
to the two nationalities.
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h$OULLENS฀#ONFERENCEv฀�SEE฀SPECIAL฀RULES	฀AND฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀GAME฀TO฀
determine the winner.

)F฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀AN฀!LLIED฀OPERATIONAL฀SEQUENCE฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀HAS฀A฀
COMBAT฀UNIT฀IN฀!RRAS฀!.$฀!MIENS�฀AND฀IF฀THESE฀UNITS฀CAN฀TRACE฀A฀VALID฀LINE฀
OF฀SUPPLY�฀THE฀GAME฀ENDS฀IMMEDIATELY฀AS฀A฀'ERMAN฀3TRATEGIC฀6ICTORY�

At the end of the game the German player totals up his earned victory 
points from the objective markers that he has captured. He adds or sub-
tracts victory points for the following:

s฀��฀60฀TO฀HIS฀TOTAL฀IF฀HE฀HAS฀AT฀LEAST฀�฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀ON฀THE฀MAP฀AT฀
the end of the game

s฀���฀60฀FOR฀CAPTURING฀!RRAS
s฀���฀60฀FOR฀CAPTURING฀!MIENS
s฀��฀60฀IF฀*OFFRE฀WAS฀NAMED฀'ENERALISSIMO
s฀���฀60฀IF฀0ETAIN฀WAS฀NAMED฀'ENERALISSIMO
s฀��฀60฀IF฀THE฀$OULLENS฀#ONFERENCE฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀WAS฀NOT฀PLAYED
s฀
�฀60฀IF฀&OCH฀WAS฀NAMED฀'ENRALISSIMO

4HE฀6ICTORY฀0OINT฀TOTAL฀IS฀USED฀TO฀DETERMINE฀THE฀WINNER฀AND฀THE฀LEVEL฀OF฀
victory:

s฀�฀TO฀��฀60�฀!LLIED฀STRATEGIC฀VICTORY
s฀��฀TO฀��฀60�฀!LLIED฀OPERATIONAL฀VICTORY
s฀��฀TO฀��฀60�฀!LLIED฀TACTICAL฀VICTORY
s฀��฀TO฀��฀60�฀$RAW฀฀4HIS฀WAS฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀RESULT�฀%VEN฀IF฀THIS฀CAMPAIGN฀

can be regarded as a German victory, the German player must do better 
than his historical counterpart to win the game.

s฀��฀TO฀��฀60�฀'ERMAN฀TACTICAL฀VICTORY
s฀��฀TO฀��฀60�฀'ERMAN฀OPERATIONAL฀VICTORY
s฀��฀OR฀MORE฀60�฀'ERMAN฀STRATEGIC฀VICTORY
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4HIS฀SCENARIO฀COVERS฀THE฀ENTIRE฀CAMPAIGN�฀FROM฀THE฀START฀OF฀/PERATION฀-I

chael to the stabilization of the front.

s฀,ENGTH�  The campaign scenario lasts 7 turns, from March 21st to April 
8th 1918

s฀0LAYING฀!REA�  The entire game map is used for the campaign scenario

s฀)NITIAL฀!LLIED฀SET฀UP�฀The Allied player sets up fi rst, using the Allied setup 
playing aid card. 

s฀)NITIAL฀'ERMAN฀SET฀UP�฀The German player sets up second, using the 
German setup playing aid card.

s฀0LACEMENT฀OF฀h'ERMAN฀/BJECTIVEv฀MARKERS

฀4HE฀!LLIED฀PLAYER฀PLACES฀ALL฀OF฀THE฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS฀WITH฀ONE฀IRON฀#ROSS฀

symbol on the front side into an opaque container. He draws them one at a 
time and places them on the map front side up, without revealing the back 
SIDE�฀ON฀THE฀HEXES฀MARKED฀WITH฀A฀SINGLE฀)RON฀#ROSS฀SYMBOL�฀������฀������฀
������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀AND฀������

- Next, the Allied player places all of the objective markers marked with 
TWO฀IRON฀#ROSSES฀ON฀THE฀FRONT฀SIDE฀INTO฀THE฀CONTAINER�฀(E฀DRAWS฀THEM฀ONE฀AT฀
a time and places them front side up on the map without revealing the back 
SIDE�฀ON฀HEXES฀MARKED฀WITH฀TWO฀)RON฀#ROSS฀SYMBOLS�฀������฀������฀������฀
������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀AND฀������฀


฀&INALLY฀THE฀!LLIED฀PLAYER฀PLACES฀THE฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS฀WITH฀THREE฀)RON฀
#ROSSES฀ON฀THE฀FRONT฀SIDE฀INTO฀THE฀CONTAINER�฀AND฀DRAWS฀THEM฀ONE฀AT฀A฀TIME�฀
He draws them one at a time and places them front side up on the map 
WITHOUT฀REVEALING฀THE฀BACK฀SIDE�฀ON฀HEXES฀MARKED฀WITH฀THREE฀)RON฀#ROSS฀
SYMBOLS�฀������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀������฀AND฀������

s฀2EINFORCEMENT฀SCHEDULE�
2EINFORCEMENTS฀ARRIVE฀AS฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀#HAPTER฀*฀OF฀THE฀!DVANCED฀RULES�

฀&RENCH฀REINFORCEMENTS

s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀$)���฀��TH฀$)���฀���TH฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀SOUTH฀MAP฀EDGE�
/NE฀CORPS฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀VIA฀A฀฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀SOUTH฀MAP฀EDGE
s฀4URN฀�฀THIRD฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�ST฀$)���฀��ND฀$)���฀��TH฀$)���฀AN฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT�฀AND฀A฀CORPS฀
artillery unit via a hex on the south map edge
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�TH฀#AV���฀�TH฀#AV���฀��TH฀$)���฀(1฀6)฀TH฀!RMY฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀SOUTH฀
map edge.
s฀4URN฀��฀SECOND฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��RD฀$)���฀��TH฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	���฀��TH฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	���฀AN฀ARMY฀
artillery unit, and a corps artillery unit via a hex on the south map edge.
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�ST฀$#0���฀��TH฀$)��REGIMENTS	���฀��TH฀$)��฀REGIMENTS	���฀��TH฀$)���฀
��TH฀$)���฀���TH฀$)���฀(1฀)ST฀!RMY฀(1฀�฀ONE฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT�฀AND฀
one corps artillery unit via a hex on the south map edge.
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�ND฀$#0���฀���RD฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀SOUTH฀MAP฀EDGE
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
���TH฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	���฀��TH฀$)���฀��TH฀$)���฀AND฀ONE฀CORPS฀ARTIL

lery unit via a hex on the south map edge
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀$)���฀AND฀��TH฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀SOUTH฀MAP฀EDGE


฀"RITISH฀REINFORCEMENTS
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�฀�TH฀$)��฀ON฀A฀HEX฀CONTAINING฀A฀ROAD฀
THAT฀GOES฀THROUGH฀HEX฀�����฀TO฀!MIENS

s฀4URN฀��฀SECOND฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀$)���฀ON฀A฀HEX฀CONTAINING฀A฀ROAD฀THAT฀GOES฀THROUGH฀HEX฀����฀TO฀
Amiens 
��ND฀$)���฀AND฀ONE฀CORPS฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀NORTH฀MAP฀
EDGE�฀WEST฀OF฀HEX฀����฀INCLUSIVE�
s฀4URN฀��฀THIRD฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
.:฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	���฀AND฀ONE฀CORPS฀LEVEL฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀ON฀A฀HEX฀CON

TAINING฀A฀ROAD฀฀THAT฀GOES฀THROUGH฀HEX����฀TO฀!MIENS
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��ND฀$)���฀�TH฀!53฀$)��TH฀"RIGADE	���฀AND฀ONE฀CORPS฀LEVEL฀ARTILLERY฀
UNIT฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀NORTH฀MAP฀EDGE�฀WEST฀OF฀HEX฀����฀INCLUSIVE�
��TH฀$)��฀ON฀A฀HEX฀CONTAINING฀A฀ROAD฀THAT฀GOES฀THROUGH฀HEX฀����฀TO฀
Amiens.
s฀4URN฀��฀SECOND฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�ST฀#!.฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	��฀AND฀ONE฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀
THE฀NORTH฀MAP฀EDGE�฀WEST฀OF฀HEX฀����฀INCLUSIVE�
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�RD฀!53฀$)฀��฀BRIGADES	���฀AND฀��TH฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀NORTH฀MAP฀
EDGE฀WEST฀OF฀HEX฀����฀INCLUSIVE�


฀'ERMAN฀REINFORCEMENTS
s฀4URN฀��฀THIRD฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀$)���฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀EAST฀MAP฀EDGE�฀NORTH฀OF฀HEX฀����
s฀4URN฀��฀SECOND฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀"AV฀$)���฀��TH฀2ES฀$)���฀AND฀��RD฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀
ON฀THE฀EAST฀MAP฀EDGE฀NORTH฀OF฀HEX฀����
The German player must remove two corps artillery unit of his choice 
FROM฀THE฀MAP�฀4HEY฀RETURN฀WHEN฀THE฀EVENT฀MARKER฀h/PERATION฀6ALKY

RIEv฀IS฀PLAYED�
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
��TH฀2ES฀$)���฀���ND฀$)���฀AND฀�฀"AV฀$)฀��฀REGIMENTS	���฀6))TH฀ARMY฀
(1฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀EAST฀MAP฀EDGE฀NORTH฀OF฀HEX฀�����
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
�TH฀"AV฀2ES฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀EATS฀MAP฀EDGE�฀NORTH฀OF฀HEX฀�����
s฀4URN฀��฀l฀RST฀OPERATIONAL฀PHASE�
���TH฀$)��฀VIA฀A฀HEX฀ON฀THE฀EAST฀MAP฀EDGE฀NORTH฀OF฀HEX฀�����

s฀i฀7EATHER฀AND฀!LLIED฀DOCTRINE
The doctrine of the Allied troops is as follows:
s฀&RENCH฀�฀&OCH฀DOCTRINE
s฀"RITISH฀�฀EVOLVING฀DOCTRINE฀w

s฀3PECIAL฀2ULES฀FOR฀3OMME฀����
�฀
฀/FFENSIVE�
The German player begins the game holding the following event mark-

ERS�฀/FFENSIVE฀-ICHAEL฀.ORTH�฀/FFENSIVE฀-ICHAEL฀3OUTH�฀/FFENSIVE฀-ICHAEL฀
��฀/FFENSIVE฀-ARS�฀AND฀"RUCHMULLER�

Note: the events “Offensive Michael North” and “Offensive Michael South” 
represent the same event, “Operation Michael 1”. The two markers are placed 
on different German army artillery level units to indicate the different modi-
fi ers. 

The German player holds the initiative at the start of the game and must 
LAUNCH฀DURING฀TURN฀�฀THE฀OFFENSIVES฀h-ICHAEL฀.ORTHv฀AND฀h-ICHAEL฀3OUTHv�฀
with the following characteristics:

n฀4WO฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNITS฀MAY฀BE฀m฀IPPED฀TO฀PLACE฀THEM฀IN฀hOFFENSIVEv฀
MODE�฀/NE฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀UNITS฀MUST฀BE฀IN฀HEX฀�����

n฀/FFENSIVE฀MODIl฀ERS�฀฀฀฀
������฀FOR฀THE฀ARTILLERY฀IN฀HEX฀����
��������฀FOR฀THE฀OTHER฀ARTILLERY
The German player also receives the benefi ts form the Bruchmuller 

EVENT฀MARKER฀AS฀DESCRIBED฀IN฀������฀OF฀THE฀"ASIC฀RULES�฀4HIS฀MARKER฀MUST฀BE฀
PLACED฀ON฀AN฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀WITHIN฀THE฀COMMAND฀RADIUS฀OF฀THE฀86)))฀
th Army HQ.

/N฀TURN฀��฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀MUST฀LAUNCH฀h/FFENSIVE฀-ICHAEL฀��v
/N฀TURN฀�฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀MUST฀LAUNCH฀h/FFENSIVE฀-ARSv�
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�฀
฀&RENCH฀REINFORCEMENTS฀AND฀h.O฀!RTILLERYv฀MARKERS
To try to quickly shore up the catastrophic situation caused by the Ger-

man attack, French divisions were rushed to the front without their usual 
complement of divisional artillery. 

$URING฀TURN฀�฀AND฀DURING฀THE฀�ST฀OPERATIONAL฀SEQUENCE฀OF฀TURN฀��฀&RENCH฀
DIVISIONS฀ARRIVING฀AS฀REINFORCEMENTS฀ARE฀MARKED฀WITH฀A฀hNO฀ARTILLERYv฀MARK

er when they are placed on the map board.

!฀hNO฀ARTILLERYv฀MARKER฀GIVES฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀MODIl฀CATIONS�
s฀-ORAL�฀
�
s฀!TTACK฀AND฀$EFENSE฀STRENGTH�฀DIVIDED฀BY฀�฀�FRACTIONS฀ROUNDED฀UP	
s฀-OVEMENT฀ALLOWANCE�฀��
!T฀THE฀START฀OF฀THE฀'ERMAN฀COMBAT฀PHASE�฀THE฀!LLIED฀PLAYER฀MAKES฀A฀�D�฀

ROLL฀FOR฀EACH฀OF฀HIS฀hNO฀ARTILLERYv฀MARKED฀UNITS�
s฀DR฀�฀OR฀LESS�฀THE฀MARKER฀IS฀REMOVED฀AND฀THERE฀ARE฀NO฀PENALTIES
s฀DR฀�฀OR฀MORE�฀THE฀MARKER฀REMAINS฀
$2-S�
s฀UNITS฀ON฀A฀RAILROAD�฀
�฀฀฀฀฀
s฀UNITS฀ON฀A฀ROAD�฀
�฀฀฀฀฀
s฀UNITS฀IN฀TERRAIN฀OTHER฀THAN฀CLEAR�฀��
4HE฀RAILROAD฀OR฀ROAD฀THAT฀IS฀BEING฀USED฀FOR฀THE฀FAVORABLE฀$2-฀MUST฀NOT฀BE฀

IN฀AN฀ENEMY฀:O#�฀&RIENDLY฀UNITS฀DO฀NEGATE฀ENEMY฀:O#฀FOR฀THIS฀PURPOSE�
�฀
฀!LLIED฀COOPERATION
At the start of the German offensive the Allies did not a unifi ed command, 

and other than for some agreements about strategy, each nation conducted 
their military operations independently. The nomination of Foch at the 
Doullens conference helped to promote cooperation between the Allies, but 
it was still not total.

The following rules apply at the start of the game, and remain in effect 
UNTIL฀THE฀OUTCOME฀OF฀THE฀h$OULLENS฀CONFERENCEv฀EVENT�

s฀3TACKING฀RESTRICTIONS�฀
5NITS฀OF฀DIFFERENT฀NATIONALITIES฀MAY฀NEVER฀STACK฀TOGETHER�฀)N฀CASE฀OF฀A฀RE


treat where a unit moves into a hex with units from a different nationality, 
the retreating unit must move one extra hex to remedy this. Units that have 
a unit from another nationality retreating through their hex become disor-
ganized at the end of the units’ retreat.

s฀#OMBAT฀RESTRICTIONS�฀
- Units of different nationalities may not attack the same hex.
- Artillery units cannot participate in attack and defense in combat with 

units of a different nationality.

฀!IR฀UNITS฀MAY฀NOT฀m฀Y฀MISSIONS฀ON฀BEHALF฀OF฀ANOTHER฀NATION�
Clarifi cation: For the purposes of this rule Canadian, Australian and New 

Zealand units are considered British nationality.
7HEN฀THE฀EVENT฀h$OULLENS฀CONFERENCEv฀IS฀RESOLVED�฀ALL฀OF฀PART฀OF฀THESE฀RE


strictions may be negated during the rest of the game, depending on who 
is named as Generalissimo.

)F฀&OCH฀IS฀'ENERALISSIMO�฀AND฀THE฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀h#OOPERATIONv฀IS฀PLAYED�฀
all of the above restrictions are negated.

)F฀*OFFRE฀IS฀'ENERALISSIMO฀AND฀THE฀EVENT฀h#OOPERATIONv฀IS฀PLAYED�฀THE฀!LLIED฀
PLAYER฀CAN฀NEGATE฀/.%฀OF฀THE฀ABOVE฀RESTRICTIONS฀FOR฀THE฀TURN�฀4HE฀h#OOP

ERATIONv฀MARKER฀IS฀THEN฀RETURNED฀TO฀THE฀DRAW฀CUP�
�฀
฀%VOLUTION฀OF฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀TACTICS
The doctrine of infi ltration tactics for the use of Stosstruppen units was de-

veloped mainly by the work of General von Hutier, during the battles of Riga 
on the Russian front and Camporetto in the Italian theater. At the beginning 
of Operation Michael, the generals commanding the German II and XVII 
Armies used their Stosstruppen  for costly frontal assaults, bleeding these elite 
troops, much to the anger of Ludendorff.  

4HE฀DOCTRINE฀FOR฀USING฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀WILL฀BE฀EVOLVING฀ALL฀DURING฀THE฀
GAME�฀)NITIALLY฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀PLACES฀THE฀h3TOSS฀$OCTRINEv฀MARKER฀IN฀
THE฀hVON฀(UTIER�S฀MASTERYv฀BOX฀ON฀THE฀%VOLUTION฀OF฀3TOSS฀DOCTRINE฀TRACK฀
on the map. 

At the start of the game, only combats that take place within an 8 hex 
radius of the German HQ that is stacked with the von Hutier marker will 
RECEIVE฀THE฀BENEl฀TS฀OF฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀IN฀COMBAT฀�COMBAT฀BONUS�฀BO


�
฀'ENERAL฀VON฀(UTIER�
The German general von Hutier had perfectly mastered the new combat tech-

niques thanks to his experience using them on the Russian and Italian fronts. 
He was also close to Colonel Bruchmuller, and expert in the use of artillery.

At the start of the initial game set up, the marker v.Hutier is placed on 
THE฀(1฀OF฀THE฀86)))฀!RMY�฀(E฀MUST฀REMAIN฀WITH฀THIS฀(1฀FOR฀THE฀ENTIRE฀
GAME�฀OR฀UNTIL฀THE฀EVENT฀MARKER฀hvVON฀(UTIER฀IS฀REASSIGNED฀hIS฀PLAYED�฀฀)F฀
the HQ unit that v.Hutier is stacked with is eliminated, he is removed from 
the game.

The v. Hutier marker gives the following bonuses:
s฀#OMBATS฀THAT฀OCCUR฀WITHIN฀�฀HEXES฀OF฀THE฀(1฀WHERE฀V�(UTIER฀IS฀STACKED฀

WILL฀RECEIVE฀THE฀BENEl฀TS฀FOR฀PARTICIPATING฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀�COMBAT฀BO

nus shift, bonus for the tactical coordination table, and advance after com-
BAT฀THROUGH฀ENEMY฀:O#	�

s฀#OMBATS฀INVOLVING฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀OUTSIDE฀OF฀�฀HEXES฀DO฀NOT฀RECEIVE฀
ANY฀SPECIAL฀BONUSES�฀(OWEVER�฀A฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNIT฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀TO฀ABSORB฀
hit points as stated in the Basic rules.

s฀4HE฀h"RUCHMULLERv฀MARKER฀MUST฀BE฀PLACED฀WITHIN฀THE฀�฀HEXES฀OF฀THE฀(1฀
where v.Hutier is stacked.

s฀$URING฀AN฀OFFENSIVE�฀COMBAT฀UNITS฀WITHIN฀�฀HEXES฀OF฀THE฀(1฀UNIT฀STACKED฀
with v.Hutier may be placed in reserve.

s฀4HE฀(1฀UNIT฀THAT฀IS฀STACKED฀WITH฀VON฀(UTIER฀CANNOT฀MOVE฀DURING฀THE฀
movement phase, but it may move in the exploitation phase with its full 
movement allowance
�฀
฀,UDENDORFF฀HESITATES�
During the campaign the overall German commander Ludendorff hesitated 

several times over the strategic goals for his operation, interfering with how it 
was carried out.

The German player cannot use the same army artillery unit in “offensive 
MODEv฀FOR฀TWO฀CONSECUTIVE฀TURNS�

/NCE฀THE฀h#HOICE฀OF฀3TRATEGYv฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀IS฀PLAYED฀THIS฀RULE฀NO฀LONGER฀
has effect for the remainder of the game.
�฀
฀&LOODED฀PLAINS�
!T฀THE฀START฀OF฀THE฀GAME฀THE฀TERRAIN฀HEX฀TYPE฀OF฀@m฀OODED฀PLAINS�฀IS฀TREATED฀

AS฀CLEAR฀TERRAIN฀FOR฀ALL฀EFFECTS�฀$URING฀THE฀GAME�฀IF฀THE฀WEATHER฀CONDITIONS฀
result ‘overcast’ is rolled fi ve times (in total, not consecutively) the modi-
l฀ERS฀FOR฀@m฀OODED฀PLAINS�฀THEN฀APPLIES฀FOR฀THE฀REST฀OF฀THE฀GAME�
�฀
฀0ETAIN�S฀RELUCTANCE�
Marshal Petain was extremely reticent to send reinforcements to his British 

counterpart General Haig, especially in light of the British rout during the 
fi rst days of the battle.

At the beginning of turn 2, before each Allied movement phase the Allied 
PLAYER฀THROW฀A฀�D�฀AND฀CONSULTS฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀TABLE�

dr 1,2 : Full cooperation. All French reinforcements arrive as scheduled this turn.

dr 3 :   During all of turn 2 and 1st operational sequence of turn 3 -  French reinforce-
ments arrive during the sequence being played with their artillery. After turn 3, treat this 
die roll result as no effect.

dr 4 : One French division, at the choice of the Allied player, scheduled to arrive this 
sequence will arrive instead during the next operational sequence. If this result occurs 
during the 3rd operational sequence, the scheduled reinforcement is delayed until the 
1st sequence of the next game turn.

dr 5 : The British must hold! The Allied player must fi rst move all of his British units, 
but none of his French units. If he does not place more than three “Disengagement” 
markers on his British units, he can then move his French units freely. If four or more 
markers are placed, the French units remain in place. French reinforcements arrive nor-
mally, but may not move further pending the actions of the British units.

dr 6 : The British must fi ght! The Allied player must fi rst move all of his British units, 
but none of his French units. If he decides to declare two combats with his British units 
(this declaration is an exception to the Basic Rules) and the odds ratio before adding in 
bombardments is at least 1/1, then he can move his French units freely.  If he does not, 
the French units remain in place. French reinforcements arrive normally, but may not 
move further pending the actions of the British units.
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7HOEVER฀HAS฀THE฀MOST฀PORTRAIT฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS฀VISIBLE฀IS฀PROMOTED฀TO฀
Generalissimo of the Allied Armies, with the consequences described be-
low.

)F฀NO฀GENERAL฀HAS฀A฀MAJORITY�฀THE฀CONFERENCE฀HAS฀NOT฀CONCLUDED�฀4HE฀l฀VE฀
MARKERS฀ARE฀RETURNED฀TO฀THE฀h'ERMAN฀/BJECTIVESv฀BOX฀ON฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAY

er’s game card, and markers that were not drawn by the Allied player are 
left in the container. 

As long as the conference is not concluded, the Allied player repeats the 
random draw of objectives markers in the following turn’s Administra-
TIVE฀PHASE�฀)F฀THE฀'ERMAN฀PLAYER฀CAPTURES฀MORE฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS�฀THEY฀ARE฀
added to the container when the next turn begins. 

/NCE฀THE฀CONFERENCE฀IS฀CONCLUDED฀BY฀THE฀NAMING฀OF฀A฀&RENCH฀PERSONALITY฀
as Generalissimo, or if the game has ended, all of the objective markers are 
returned to the German player’s game card.
/UTCOME฀OF฀THE฀$OULLENS฀#ONFERENCE�
s฀)F฀&OCH฀IS฀NAMED฀'ENERALISSIMO�
��฀4HE฀EVENT฀h#OOPERATIONv฀IS฀ADDED฀TO฀THE฀!LLIED฀฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀POOL
��฀)F฀h#OOPERATIONv฀EVENT฀IS฀PLAYED฀BY฀THE฀!LLIED฀PLAYER�฀ALL฀RESTRICTIONS฀TO฀

Allied cooperation are lifted.
��฀4HE฀RULE฀REQUIRING฀COHESION฀OF฀THE฀&RENCH฀FRONT฀LINE฀IS฀NEGATED�฀4HE฀

random event marker for this is removed from the Allied pool
��฀4HE฀EVENT฀h/FFENSIVE฀&OCHv฀IS฀ADDED฀TO฀THE฀!LLIED฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀POOL�
��฀4HE฀SPECIAL฀RULE฀h0ETAIN�S฀RELUCTANCEv฀IS฀NEGATED฀FOR฀THE฀REMAINDER฀OF฀

the game.
s฀)F฀*OFFRE฀IS฀NAMED฀'ENERALISSIMO�
��฀4HE฀EVENT฀h#OOPERATIONv฀IS฀ADDED฀TO฀THE฀!LLIED฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀POOL�
��฀)F฀h#OOPERATIONv฀EVENT฀IS฀PLAYED฀BY฀THE฀!LLIED฀PLAYER�฀ONE฀RESTRICTION�฀

either stacking or combat, is negated. The marker is then returned to the 
draw cup.

��฀4HE฀RULE฀REQUIRING฀COHESION฀OF฀THE฀&RENCH฀FRONT฀LINE฀IS฀NEGATED�฀4HE฀
random event marker for this is removed from the Allied pool.

��฀4HE฀EVENT฀h/FFENSIVE฀&OCHv฀IS฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THE฀GAME�
s฀)F฀0ETAIN฀IS฀NAMED฀'ENERALISSIMO�
��฀4HE฀EVENT฀MARKER฀h#OOPERATIONv฀IS฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THE฀!LLIED฀RANDOM฀

events pool and all the rules restricting cooperation remain in effect for the 
rest of the game.

��฀4HE฀EVENT฀h/FFENSIVE฀&OCHv฀IS฀REMOVED฀FROM฀THE฀GAME
��฀4HE฀&RENCH฀ARMY฀GOES฀DIRECTLY฀TO฀THE฀0ETAIN฀$OCTRINE�
��฀4HE฀SPECIAL฀RULE฀h0ETAIN�S฀RELUCTANCEv฀IS฀NEGATED฀FOR฀THE฀REMAINDER฀OF฀

the game.
��฀.O฀&RENCH฀UNITS฀CAN฀MOVE฀OR฀OPERATE฀NORTH฀OF฀THE฀2IVER฀3OMME฀FOR฀THE฀

rest of the game. Any French units that are north of the river must move 
south of it as rapidly as possible. 

NUS฀ON฀THE฀4ACTICAL฀#OORDINATION฀TABLE฀;4#4=฀AND฀ADVANCE฀AFTER฀COMBAT฀
THROUGH฀ENEMY฀:O#S	�฀!NY฀OTHER฀COMBATS฀OUTSIDE฀THIS฀RADIUS฀WHERE฀3TOSS

truppen units are participating do not receive any extra bonus. However, 
A฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNIT฀CAN฀BE฀USED฀TO฀ABSORB฀HIT฀POINTS฀AS฀STATED฀IN฀THE฀"ASIC฀
rules.

4HE฀h3TOSS�฀$OCTRINEv฀MARKER฀CAN฀BE฀MOVED฀TO฀THE฀h4#4฀BONUSv฀BOX฀ON฀
THE฀%VOLUTION฀OF฀3TOSS฀DOCTRINE฀TRACK฀฀WHEN฀THE฀h3TOSSTRUPPEN฀DOCTRINEv฀
random event  is played that turn. The effect is that combats involving 
3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀MORE฀THAN฀�฀HEXES฀FROM฀THE฀VON฀(UTIER฀MARKER฀WILL฀GET฀
THE฀4#4฀BONUS�

)F฀THE฀h3TOSS�฀$OCTRINEv฀MARKER฀IN฀ALREADY฀IN฀THE฀h4#4฀BONUSv฀BOX฀WHEN฀
THE฀h3TOSSTRUPPEN฀DOCTRINEv฀EVENT฀IS฀PLAYED�฀THE฀MARKER฀IS฀ADVANCED฀TO฀THE฀
h#OMBAT฀BONUSv฀BOX�฀4HE฀EFFECT฀IS฀THAT฀COMBATS฀INVOLVING฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀
UNITS฀MORE฀THAN฀�฀HEXES฀FROM฀THE฀VON฀(UTIER฀MARKER฀WILL฀GET฀THE฀4#4฀BO

nus and combat bonus 

&INALLY฀IF฀THE฀h3TOSS฀$OCTRINEv฀MARKER฀IS฀ALREADY฀IN฀THE฀h#OMBAT฀"ONUSv฀
BOX฀WHEN฀h3TOSSTRUPPEN฀DOCTRINEv฀EVENT฀IS฀PLAYED�฀THE฀MARKER฀IS฀MOVED฀TO฀
THE฀h)Nl฀LTRATIONv฀BOX�฀4HE฀EFFECT฀IS฀THAT฀ANY฀COMBAT฀INVOLVING฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀
units receives all their benefi ts regardless of their distance from the von 
Hutier marker.
�฀
฀4HE฀$OULLENS฀CONFERENCE
During the chaos of the German offensive, and with the French Army, under 

Petain’s urging, ready to break off contact with the British, the English General 
Haig agreed, at the Allied conference called Doullens, to place himself under 
the authority of the French General Foch, fi nally allowing for the creation of a 
joint supreme Allied command.

4HE฀CONFERENCE฀TAKES฀PLACE฀WHEN฀THE฀h$OULLENS฀h฀!LLIED฀RANDOM฀EVENT฀
marker is played.

The German player gathers up all of the objective markers that he has 
captured so far in the game and puts them in an opaque container. All 
OF฀ THE฀ LEVEL฀�฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS฀ �ONE฀ )RON฀#ROSS฀ SYMBOL	฀ STILL฀ON฀ THE฀
map are removed from the map and set aside; they will not be counted 
for the victory point total at the end of the game used to determine the 
winner.

The Allied player then randomly draws fi ve objective markers from the 
CONTAINER฀AND฀PLACES฀THEM฀FACE฀UP฀ON฀THE฀h$OULLENSv฀TRACK฀LOCATED฀ON฀THE฀
map.

฀)F฀THERE฀ARE฀LESS฀THAN฀l฀VE฀MARKERS฀IN฀THE฀CONTAINER�฀THEN฀&OCH฀IS฀AUTOMATI

cally promoted to Generalissimo.

4HE฀RESULT฀OF฀THE฀$OULLENS฀CONFERENCE฀DEPENDS฀ON฀THE฀OBJECTIVE฀MARKERS฀
that the Allied player has drawn. The objective markers show on their back 
SIDE฀THE฀PORTRAIT฀OF฀A฀&RENCH฀GENERAL�฀&OCH�฀0ETAIN�฀OR฀*OFFRE฀�OR฀POSSIBLY฀NO฀
portrait).
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he success and acclaim for Marne 1918 pushed Thomas and 
ME฀TO฀DEVELOP฀ANOTHER฀GAME฀USING฀THE฀SAME฀SYSTEM�฀/UR฀NAT


URAL฀CHOICE฀FELL฀UPON฀0LAN฀-ICHAEL�฀THE฀BEST฀KNOWN฀OF฀THE฀����฀
SPRING฀OFFENSIVES฀THAT฀DETERMINED฀THE฀OUTCOME฀OF฀THE฀'REAT฀7AR�฀
7E฀ALREADY฀HAD฀PLENTY฀OF฀SOLID฀DOCUMENTATION฀FROM฀OUR฀RESEARCH฀
for Marne 1918�฀AND฀THE฀EXACT฀/RDER฀OF฀"ATTLE฀FOR฀BOTH฀SIDES฀WAS฀
EASY฀TO฀OBTAIN�฀7E฀WANTED฀THE฀TWO฀GAMES฀�AND฀FUTURE฀RELEASES�	฀TO฀

be compatible, at least in their simulation of the operational aspects of the 
CAMPAIGNS�฀4HIS฀MEANT฀THAT฀THE฀SAME฀GAME฀SCALE฀�TERRAIN�฀�฀HEX฀�฀�฀KM฀
AND฀�฀TURN฀�฀�฀TO฀�฀DAYS฀ACTUAL฀TIME	฀HAD฀TO฀BE฀USED�฀$URING฀OUR฀EARLY฀
playtests we were pleasantly surprised to see that we obtained the histori-
cal results for the fi rst several turns by using the unchanged basic rules of 
Marne 1918.w The game system was thus a reasonable simulation for both 
EVENTS�฀EVEN฀THOUGH฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀����฀-ARNE฀AND฀3OMME฀OFFENSIVES฀
were totally different. Now that we were sure the basic game system was 
valid, we could start developing the details for the new game.

)T฀QUICKLY฀BECAME฀OBVIOUS฀THAT฀THE฀NATURE฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀BATTLES฀MEANT฀THAT฀
the advanced campaign rules for Marne 1918 could not be used for Somme 
1918. The Marne campaign saw successive offensives, with multiple attacks 
OF฀SHORT฀DURATION฀OCCURRING฀OVER฀A฀TIME฀SPAN฀OF฀TWO฀MONTHS�฀!T฀THE฀3OMME฀
THERE฀WAS฀ONE฀GIGANTIC฀ATTACK�฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL�฀WHICH฀ONLY฀LASTED฀SEVERAL฀
weeks. The rhythm of the two games was not the same. The planning of 
offensives and reserves, the way that units were rebuilt, all of these elements 
PLAYED฀OUT฀VERY฀DIFFERENTLY฀AT฀THE฀3OMME�

After several attempts at trying to force Somme 1918 into the same mold 
as Marne 1918฀NO฀MATTER฀WHAT�฀)฀l฀NALLY฀GAVE฀UP�฀%VEN฀WITH฀SOME฀ADJUST

MENTS฀TO฀THE฀-ARNE฀RULES�฀THE฀RESULTING฀DEPICTION฀OF฀THE฀3OMME฀DIDN�T฀FEEL฀
right to me. Admittedly the gamers who already owned Marne 1918 might 
fi nd some consistency with the tweaks to the rules, but players would be 
put off or confused by the necessary complication of the rules and the ar-
TIl฀CIAL฀LIMITATIONS฀TO฀GAME฀PLAY�฀3O฀)฀DECIDED฀TO฀CUT฀TO฀THE฀CHASE฀AND฀MAKE฀
one of the more diffi cult things to do in game design: simplify.  

The campaign rules turned out in the end to be much easier than those 
in Marne 1918. All of the new rules put in place resulted in simpler game 
play (replacement tables, random events). They did not complicate the ba-
sic game and experienced players could get into the campaign game very 
quickly. The loss of the planning and strategy required to be successful in 
Marne 1918 is largely made up by the dynamic interaction between the 
players and the tension for each side, which lasts for the whole campaign, 
WHEN฀PLAYING฀3OMME�

The following notes are largely taken from the fi rst edition of Marne 
1918.

By the spring of 1918 the belligerents were exhausted and for the most 
part the troops had lost their fi ghting edge. The Allied blockade was stran-
gling Germany and the civilians were suffering heavily from the effects, 
CAUSING฀A฀DROP฀IN฀THE฀SOLDIERS�฀MORALE�฀/N฀THE฀OTHER฀SIDE฀THE฀&RENCH฀AND฀
English armies were spent by their bloody and fruitless offensives of the 
previous year. The French army in particular was on the brink of disinte-
GRATION฀AFTER฀THE฀DISASTER฀OF฀THE฀#HEMIN฀DES฀$AMES฀ATTACKS฀IN฀����฀AND฀WAS฀
JUST฀NOW฀STARTING฀TO฀RALLY�฀/NLY฀THE฀!MERICANS�฀FRESH฀AND฀BLISSFULLY฀UNAWARE฀
of the horrors of the war, were fi elding an army with overall high morale.

Faced with the same problems, both sides adopted a similar approach 
to deploying their spent forces. The majority of divisions were hunkered 
down in defensive positions where they could still be effective, while the 
remaining elite troops were regrouped into assault or shock divisions, and 
they benefi ted from better supplies and weaponry.

This is translated in game terms by having two kinds of combat units: 

line divisions, represented by a single counter, and elite divisions, which are 
made up of three regimental counters. Elite divisions have better morale 
ratings, higher movement factors, and can take more step losses than a line 
division, to represent their higher cohesion in the face of combat.

These elite assault units (sturmtruppen) have long been touted as the 
decisive factor in the fi nal German offensives, but nonetheless they were 
only one part of the new German tactics that were so effective during Lu-
DENDORFF�S฀HAMMER฀BLOWS�฀)NTENSIVELY฀TRAINED฀AND฀LAVISHLY฀SUPPLIED�฀THESE฀
units nonetheless benefi ted greatly from the panic created by the initial 
bombardment orchestrated by Bruchmuller.

)N฀THE฀Somme 1918฀GAME�฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀CONFER฀A฀COMBAT฀BONUS฀THAT฀
can be decisive when they are stacked with the attacking units in an offen-
sive. They also allow the regiments they are stacked with to ignore enemy 
:O#฀DURING฀ADVANCE฀AFTER฀COMBAT�฀(OWEVER�฀PLAYERS฀WILL฀QUICKLY฀l฀ND฀THAT฀
WITHOUT฀ARTILLERY฀SUPPORT฀AND฀AGAINST฀ENEMY฀ELITE฀UNITS�฀THEIR฀h3TOSSv฀UNITS฀
will not perform miracles and they will be quickly reduced if used as mere 
cannon fodder in head on attacks ( as happened historically).

Unlike Marne 1918�฀THE฀COMBAT฀BONUSES฀GIVEN฀BY฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNITS฀ARE฀
NOT฀AUTOMATIC�฀(ISTORICALLY฀ THE฀3OMME฀OFFENSIVE฀WAS฀ THE฀l฀RST฀ TIME฀ THAT฀
these elite units were employed on a grand scale.  Although von Hutier, the 
father of these innovative infi ltration tactics, knew well how to make the 
best use of these units’ special abilities, this was not the case for the other 
ARMY฀COMMANDERS�฀4HEY฀ SQUANDERED฀ THEIR฀ALLOTTED฀3TOSS฀UNITS฀ IN฀COSTLY฀
FRONTAL฀ATTACKS�฀AND฀THE฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀WERE฀BLED฀WHITE฀DURING฀THE฀l฀RST฀DAYS฀
OF฀THE฀OFFENSIVE฀AGAINST฀!RRAS฀AND฀&LESQUIERES�฀฀)N฀THE฀GAME฀RULES�฀ONLY฀THE฀
3TOSSTRUPPEN฀UNDER฀THE฀DIRECT฀COMMAND฀OF฀VON฀(UTIER฀WILL฀HAVE฀THE฀FULL฀
combat bonuses that the players of Marne 1918 are familiar with. Along the 
REST฀OF฀THE฀FRONT�฀THE฀3TOSS฀UNITS฀GRADUALLY฀INCREASE฀THEIR฀EFFECTIVENESS฀DURING฀
the course of the game by the playing of random events.

)N฀GAME฀TERMS�฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀TANK฀UNITS฀GIVE฀THREE฀ADVANTAGES�฀THEY฀ADD฀
their attack factor to combats they participate in, they give a bonus on the 
#24�฀AND฀l฀NALLY�฀REm฀ECTING฀THE฀PROTECTION฀THEY฀GAVE฀TO฀THE฀INFANTRY฀THEY฀CAN฀
be used to absorb step losses. The effects will vary depending on the type 
of tank.

Unlike Marne 1918, tanks will not play a decisive role in Somme 1918.  
Historically in March 1918 the mass production of tanks was just gear-
ing up, and they would not be available in large numbers until the end of 
spring, especially the superior turreted French Renault 17 tank, the “tank 
OF฀VICTORYv�

)N฀Somme 1918 the Allied player will only have at his disposal several 
UNITS฀OF฀"RITISH฀-K฀)6฀TANKS�฀WITH฀MORE฀LIMITED฀CAPABILITIES฀THAN฀THE฀TANKS฀
of Marne 1918. They will nonetheless prove very effective in carrying out 
local counter attacks and to cut down on potential losses for the rare Brit-
ish elite units. The Allied player should resist the temptation to employ 
his tanks on defense to try and stem the German breakthrough, and save 
them for the end of the game when they will make a real difference when 
he has troops available to attack, for example by helping to recapture a 
key victory hex.

)T฀IS฀STATING฀THE฀OBVIOUS฀TO฀RECALL฀THAT฀ARTILLERY฀PLAYED฀A฀PRIMARY฀ROLE฀DUR

ING฀THE฀'REAT฀7AR�฀)T฀IS฀THE฀SAME฀IN฀3OMME฀�����฀"Y฀INm฀ICTING฀LOSSES฀AND฀
disorganizing units, bombardments will negate the players’ attempts to get 
THE฀OPTIMAL฀ODDS฀RATIO�฀!N฀ARMY฀ARTILLERY฀UNIT฀IN฀/FFENSIVE฀MODE�฀IF฀IT฀IS฀
grouped with several corps artillery units, can destroy a defensive line by 
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THAT฀THE฀DEFENDER฀IS฀FAVORED�฀)T฀IS฀ONLY฀AT฀ODDS฀OF฀���฀OR฀���฀THAT฀AN฀ATTACKER฀
has a chance to get a favorable result.

As a result, like their historical counterparts, players will have to bring to 
bear as many of their tactical innovations as possible, along with strong 
artillery support, in order for their attacks to succeed.

But besides the heavy losses that each side expected, it was essential to 
try and simulate how the troops would behave during and after a combat. 
7OULD฀THE฀DEFENDER฀ABANDON฀HIS฀POSITIONS฀OR฀HOLD฀IN฀PLACE�฀WOULD฀HE฀BRING฀
UP฀RESERVES�฀฀7OULD฀THE฀ATTACKER฀EXPLOIT฀HIS฀SUCCESS฀BY฀ADVANCING฀DEEPLY฀
into a breakthrough or would he hold his positions because of not receiv-
ING฀ORDERS�฀4HE฀DIE฀ROLLS฀ON฀THE฀4ACTICAL฀#OORDINATION฀4ABLE฀ANSWERS฀PER

fectly all of these questions. The players will quickly discover that it is their 
4#4฀RESULTS฀THAT฀WILL฀MAKE฀THE฀DIFFERENCE฀BETWEEN฀A฀COMBAT฀THAT฀IS฀SUCCESS

FUL฀AND฀ONE฀THAT฀HAS฀FAILED�฀/NCE฀AGAIN�฀THE฀4#4฀MODIl฀ERS฀THAT฀A฀PLAYER฀CAN฀
bring to bear will help assure his chances of a favorable result.

&ROM฀THE฀POINT฀OF฀PLAYABILITY�฀THE฀4ACTICAL฀#OORDINATION฀4ABLE฀HELPS฀MAKE฀
THE฀GAME฀VERY฀EXCITING�฀)N฀EACH฀COMBAT฀THERE฀IS฀ALWAYS฀THE฀CHANCE฀THAT฀A฀
seemingly desperate situation can suddenly turn into a spectacular suc-
cess.

The precise and detailed combat resolution rules are somewhat complex. 
)฀RECOMMEND฀THAT฀PLAYERS฀CAREFULLY฀FOLLOW฀EACH฀STEP฀IN฀THE฀COMBAT฀RESOLU

tion sequence during their fi rst games. The combat conclusion, where the 
tactical coordination results and step losses are applied demands the most 
care .Nonetheless, after several games the rules will quickly become second 
nature for the players.

(ISTORICALLY฀THE฀DIFl฀CULTY฀IN฀EMPLOYING฀RESERVES฀DURING฀THE฀'REAT฀7AR฀WAS฀
ALWAYS฀THE฀!CHILLES฀HEEL฀OF฀AN฀OFFENSIVE�฀)F฀THE฀RESERVE฀TROOPS฀WERE฀THROWN฀IN฀
too soon they created confusion, and if they were too late the defender had 
the chance to launch a counter attack. 

4HE฀MAIN฀REASON฀FOR฀THIS฀WAS฀THE฀ARTILLERY฀PREPARATION�฀)T฀COULD฀LAST฀FOR฀
several days or even weeks, rendering the terrain in front of the attacker so 
devastated that it would slow up his advance, and it allowed the enemy to 
bring up his own reserves and mass his troops in anticipation of the com-
ing attack.

These tactics would change in 1918 with the innovations developed by 
both sides.

4HE฀ 'ERMANS฀ WOULD฀ CALL฀ UPON฀ THE฀ GENIUS฀ OF฀ #OLONEL฀ "RUCHMULLER฀ TO฀
pummel the enemy fi rst lines with a short but devastating barrage that also 
TARGETED฀THE฀ENEMY�S฀COMMAND฀CENTERS�฀$ISORGANIZED�฀PANICKED฀BY฀THE฀AP

PEARANCE฀OF฀3TOSSTRUPPEN฀INl฀LTRATING฀TO฀THEIR฀REAR�฀THE฀ENEMY฀WOULD฀NOT฀BE฀
able to hold but would abandon the fi eld to the arriving German reserves. 

The Allies looked to obtain the same results by the deployment of large 
numbers of tanks, in place of a preliminary bombardment, overrunning 
the centers of resistance and striking deep into the German rear areas.

)N฀BOTH฀CASES฀THE฀USE฀OF฀RESERVES฀WAS฀CAREFULLY฀PLANNED�฀4HIS฀IS฀WHY฀IN฀
game terms players cannot place units into reserve unless they are conduct-
ing an offensive.

The mechanics of exploitation more or less follow classic “advance af-
TER฀COMBATv฀RULES�฀ALLOWING฀AN฀ATTACKER฀TO฀l฀GHT฀AGAIN฀OR฀TO฀ADVANCE฀HALF฀
of his movement allowance. Nonetheless, the conditions for exploitation 
are quite specifi c, and only fresh troops will be able to benefi t from it. The 
restrictions of the rule encourage players to keep the regiments of their elite 
divisions together and not spread them around in order for them to act ef-
fectively during the exploitation phase.

The rules for air support were for the most part revised for Somme 1918.  
7HILE฀REVIEWING฀THEM฀IT฀APPEARED฀TO฀ME฀THAT฀THE฀RULES฀THAT฀l฀RST฀APPEARED฀IN฀
Marne 1918 were too ponderous and particularly inelegant. Even though 
the types of air missions haven’t changed, the game rules are now much 
simpler. The number of air units for one side available for a turn is now de-
termined by a simple die roll and table, and airplane units are only placed 

itself.
/N฀DEFENSE�฀THE฀PRESENCE฀OF฀A฀STRONG฀CONCENTRATION฀OF฀ARTILLERY฀CAN฀DETER฀

an attacker from combat, especially during the Exploitation phase.
)N฀Somme 1918฀ARTILLERY฀IS฀REPRESENTED฀SOMEWHAT฀ABSTRACTLY฀BY฀hSUPPORTv฀

units, which are used differently from combat units. There are two reasons 
FOR฀THIS�฀/NE฀WAS฀TO฀LIMIT฀THE฀NUMBER฀OF฀COUNTERS฀AND฀TO฀PREVENT฀OVERLOAD

ing the game with a multitude of artillery batteries of all types. The other 
was to prevent the players from using their artillery units as a defensive wall 
or to plug gaps as seen in too many wargames. Even though an artillery 
battery could be deployed tactically to slow down an enemy advance, there 
ARE฀FEW฀HISTORICAL฀EXAMPLES฀FROM฀THE฀'REAT฀7AR฀OF฀ARTILLERY฀UNITS฀WITHOUT฀
supporting friendly troops that were used to hold up the advance of enemy 
divisions (the heroic action of British gunners in sacrifi cing themselves and 
THEIR฀GUNS฀DURING฀THE฀l฀RST฀DAYS฀OF฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL฀IS฀NONETHELESS฀AC

COUNTED฀FOR฀BY฀A฀RANDOM฀EVENT�฀THIS฀WAS฀A฀RARE฀EXCEPTION	�฀)N฀THE฀SETTING฀OF฀
the game, the player will fi nd it essential to safeguard his precious support 
units.

)T฀IS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀IN฀Somme 1918 to conduct artillery bombardments with-
OUT฀ENGAGING฀IN฀A฀COMBAT฀AT฀THE฀SAME฀TIME�฀4HIS฀RULE฀WAS฀INTENTIONAL�฀)T฀
seemed unrealistic to me to be able to render a division or even a regiment 
out of action in a day, as the Bombardment table results would allow, by 
just an artillery barrage that was not coordinated with a ground assault. 
7HAT�S฀MORE�฀THE฀PLAYERS฀WOULD฀BE฀ABLE฀ON฀CALM฀PARTS฀OF฀THEIR฀FRONTS฀TO฀
INm฀ICT฀DISPROPORTIONATE฀LOSSES฀BY฀CONDUCTING฀RECIPROCAL฀BARRAGES�฀AND฀THIS฀
would slow down the game. The intent of this rule was to make for a more 
m฀UID฀GAME�฀REQUIRING฀THE฀PLAYERS฀TO฀USE฀THEIR฀ARTILLERY฀JUST฀TO฀SUPPORT฀AN฀OF

fensive, and as combat supports.

4HE฀RULE฀ON฀4ACTICAL฀$OCTRINE฀IN฀Somme 1918 is not as important as in 
Marne 1918�฀฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL฀WAS฀l฀RST฀AND฀FOREMOST฀A฀CONFRONTATION฀
between the German and British armies, who in game terms are not af-
FECTED฀BY฀THE฀RULES฀ON฀TACTICAL฀DOCTRINE�฀/NLY฀&RENCH฀TROOPS฀THAT฀GO฀ON฀THE฀
attack during the game will see their performance modifi ed. To their dis-
advantage, at the beginning of the game French units will have to restrict 
themselves to a defensive role, and will have to take step losses rather that 
RETREAT฀WHEN฀APPLYING฀RESULTS฀FROM฀THE฀4ACTICAL฀#OORDINATION฀TABLE�฀"UT฀BY฀
the end of the game when the Allied player will be able to go on the offen-
SIVE�฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀ATTACKING฀UNDER฀4ACTICAL฀$OCTRINE฀WILL฀ENABLE฀HIS฀&RENCH฀
troops to crush the now weakened German troops.

Another factor that must be taken into account when trying to correctly 
SIMULATE฀A฀CAMPAIGN฀OF฀THE฀'REAT฀7AR฀ON฀THE฀7ESTERN฀&RONT฀IS฀THE฀NECESSITY฀
to maintain a continuous front, with the constant worry of hanging on to 
THE฀GROUND฀THAT฀HAD฀BEEN฀SO฀COSTLY฀WON�฀)T฀IS฀VERY฀HARD฀IN฀Somme 1918 to 
carry out a large scale retreat or to willingly abandon a portion of the front 
lines.

The effect of the rules is that a unit cannot leave a hex unless it is replaced 
by another unit, and if it takes the risk of trying disengagement, it could 
result in losses or an uncontrolled retreat.

Under these two constraints the players will fi nd themselves trying to 
maintain their positions and to use their units in a historical manner.

4HIS฀SECTION฀OF฀THE฀RULES฀REQUIRED฀THE฀MOST฀WORK�฀)N฀THE฀GAME�฀COMBATS฀
will be rare, no more than fi ve or six each sequence, and their outcome 
will be crucial. The challenge was to introduce some tactical elements into 
combat resolution while keeping the operational scale of the game.

)฀WANTED฀TO฀ACCOUNT฀FOR฀THE฀EFFECTS฀OF฀THE฀KEY฀ELEMENTS฀THAT฀INm฀UENCED฀
COMBAT฀DURING฀THIS฀PERIOD฀OF฀THE฀WAR�฀฀฀฀%LITE฀UNITS�฀3TOSSTRUPPPEN�฀TANKS�฀
air power, artillery, tactical doctrine, terrain, and fortifi cations.

)N฀Somme 1918, each of these elements plays a major role. A quick glance 
AT฀THE฀#OMBAT฀2ESULTS฀4ABLE฀WILL฀SHOW฀THAT฀COMBAT฀RESULTS฀ARE฀BLOODY฀AND฀
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on the game map as they carry out their missions. All of the work in plac-
ing air support units alternatively on or under an HQ unit has disappeared 
from these rules.

The players of Somme 1918 are put in the role of Army group command-
ers. They control the battlefi eld more or less at an operational level, but are 
subject to tactical elements (the luck of the die roll), strategic impositions 
(the decisions of their respective commanders, Foch and Hindenburg), 
and even political events.

The random events are there to simulate these uncertainties. The players 
will not be able to always launch an offensive at the right time, or prevent 
the shortcomings of their subordinates.

Nonetheless in analyzing this rule, the players will perceive that these 
events are not completely random, that they will have the chance to make 
good use of their events by playing them in a timely fashion.

$ETERMINING฀THE฀WINNER฀WAS฀PRETTY฀EASY฀FOR฀Somme 1918. The German 
OBJECTIVE฀IS฀CLEAR�฀IT�S฀CAPTURING฀!MIENS�฀3EIZING฀THIS฀TOWN฀WOULD฀ALMOST฀CUT฀
THE฀&RENCH฀ARMIES฀FROM฀THE฀"RITISH฀ARMIES�฀6ICTORY฀IN฀THE฀GAME฀IS฀DETER

mined as a function of capturing certain geographic objectives, symbol-
IZED฀BY฀THE฀h)RON฀#ROSSv฀MARKERS�฀%ACH฀MARKER฀WILL฀HAVE฀FROM฀ONE฀TO฀THREE฀
CROSSES�฀DEPENDING฀ON฀THE฀STRATEGIC฀VALUE฀OF฀THE฀OBJECTIVE฀HEX�฀)T฀APPEARED฀
interesting to me to add to the simple and classic system of victory points 
two other elements to spice things up.

First, the victory points gained by capturing markers are unknown to the 
players. Right up to the end of the game there will remain an element of 
uncertainty as to who will win, except in the event of a decisive strategic 
victory.

3ECOND�฀THE฀VICTORY฀CONDITIONS฀ARE฀LINKED฀TO฀WHICH฀GENERAL�S฀PORTRAIT฀IS฀
ON฀THE฀BACK฀OF฀THE฀h)RON฀#ROSSv฀MARKER฀FORM฀THE฀OUTCOME฀OF฀THE฀$OUL


LENS฀CONFERENCE฀EVENT�฀฀)฀THOUGHT฀IT฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀TIE฀IN฀THIS฀MAJOR฀HIS

torical event of the campaign to the victory conditions. The conference 
will become the heart of the game, and its conclusion, with the naming 
of the Allied Generalissimo, constitutes a game within the game.

Logically, the next work in the series will cover the operations in April 
����฀THAT฀TOOK฀PLACE฀IN฀&LANDERS�฀UNDER฀THE฀PRETTY฀CODE฀NAME฀/PERATION฀
Georgette. This campaign, the battle of the Lys, saw the Germans try to take 
ADVANTAGE฀OF฀THE฀WEAKENING฀OF฀THE฀"RITISH฀FOLLOWING฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL�฀
TO฀BREAKTHROUGH฀TO฀THE฀COAST฀AND฀SEIZE฀THE฀.ORTH฀3EA฀PORTS�฀$ESPITE฀INITIAL฀
success, the German advanced only several kilometers and the front rapidly 
stabilized under thanks to the muddy conditions and the exhaustion of the 
troops.

Flanders 1918฀WILL฀BE฀OF฀TRIPLE฀INTEREST฀FOR฀ENTHUSIASTS฀OF฀THE฀SERIES�฀)T฀WILL฀
allow:

- To game the battle of Lys at the proper scale, where 1 hex equals 1 kilo-
meter and each counter represents a regiment, in order to replay this cam-
paign by zooming in on the critical area where the major fi ghting took 
place.

- Linking Somme 1918 with Flanders 1918 to play the entire campaign 
BEGINNING฀WITH฀/PERATION฀-ICHAEL฀TO฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀BATTLE฀OF฀THE฀,YS�฀�THE฀
game map will be printed front and back)


฀4O฀COMBINE฀ALL฀THREE฀GAMES฀IN฀THE฀SERIES฀TO฀PLAY฀THE฀ENTIRE฀3PRING฀����฀
campaign in France and Belgium.

.ATURALLY฀THE฀LAST฀GOAL฀WILL฀REQUIRE฀THE฀MOST฀DEVELOPMENT�฀!S฀)฀EXPLAINED฀
above, there are major differences already between the rules of Marne 1918 
and Somme 1918, and in order to have a coherent rules set for them both 
will demand a lot of work, with the aim of having a grand campaign game 
properly tested and play balanced. The task promises to be daunting, but 
we have a good starting point and we’re already looking at several interest-
ing approaches.




